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purposes was that radiating from the brickwork of the
dome, which seemed quite sufficient for the purpose, and
saved the expense of constructing the usual kiln chamber
of the Johnson type.
Where the bricks are dried by waste heat from the
kilns, by means of flues leading under the drying floors,
it is generally found that one drying floor will dry sufficient
material for two or three kilns, the waste heat passing
from the kiln being sufficient to dry the bricks in a couple
of days. When working on this principle, it is usual to
construct the kilns with an open dome similar to fig. 13,
but with flues leading , out from the side to the drying
floor. Both dome and flues are fitted with dampers, so
that the kiln is allowed to burn as an ordinary open kiln
until the fire gets through the mass, when the dome
damper is shut down, the flue dampers opened, and the
hot gases made to pass under the drying floor to the
chimney beyond. Owing to the small amount of drying
required by the bricks or compo, a drying floor of one kiln
capacity can be stripped three times a week, and thus
made to serve three kilns.
One firm of machinery manufacturers supply a brick
machine, which they claim will dry-press the bricks with
such a small amount of water, that they are ready for
loading into the kiln immediately, without further drying.
If such a process should prove to be practicable, it would
be very economical, both as regards labour and fuel for
drying purposes, though there is the objection previously
mentioned with regard to the proper calcination of such
densely-pressed bricks; it seems that to press them with
such a small amount of water as to be dry enough for
immediate calcination, they must necessarily be so ex-
tremely dense and compact, that they would not burn
satisfactorily under ordinary conditions of calcination. In